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Assembly, Senate majorities release federal redistricting plans

By Jon Campbell 

9:15 PM, Feb. 29, 2012  

The majority parties in the Senate and Assembly on Wednesday proposed to carve up retiring Rep. Maurice Hinchey’s district, but they did not agree on where to cut a second congressional seat.  Assembly Democrats and Senate Republicans were set to release separate plans on Wednesday for dividing the state into 27 congressional districts. Their maps had not been released by late Wednesday evening, but members of both houses revealed key details during the day.

Sen. Michael Nozzolio, R-Fayette, Seneca County, said the Senate plan calls for one district to be entirely within Monroe County.

Speaking to reporters after meeting with Gov. Andrew Cuomo, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, D-Manhattan, said the Assembly’s map would distribute Hinchey’s constituents to neighboring districts. The district currently stretches from the Southern Tier to the Hudson Valley, including the cities of Ithaca, Poughkeepsie and Binghamton.

Hinchey, a Democrat from Hurley, Ulster County, earlier this year announced his plan to retire at the end of his term. The state is losing a pair of congressional districts in 2013 because of its slow population growth over the last decade.

“It’s obvious the Hinchey district is one,” Silver said. “… We obviously have to consolidate some districts.”

The Senate GOP also is proposing to eliminate Hinchey’s seat, according to Nozzolio, who co-chairs the Legislature’s redistricting task force.

Among the other changes proposed by Republicans include moving all of Tompkins County into the district of Rep. Ann Marie Buerkle, a Republican from Syracuse.

The plan also would move Democratic Reps. Gary Ackerman and Carolyn McCarthy into a single district, according to Nozzolio. Ackerman represents a district that includes portions of Queens and Nassau County, while McCarthy’s is in Nassau.

But Silver said the Senate Republicans’ insistence on eliminating two Democrat-held seats has been a “stumbling block” in negotiations. Assembly Democrats and the Senate GOP control LATFOR, the task force in charge of redrawing district lines every 10 years.  Silver said his conference’s plan also would focus on cutting a seat in the Queens and Nassau County region, but would instead pit an incumbent Democrat and Republican against one another in a “fair fight.”

The legislative caucuses were forced to make their congressional proposals public by Wednesday after a panel of three federal judges criticized lawmakers for dragging their feet in the redistricting process. On Monday, the panel directed U.S. Magistrate Roanne Mann to interject in the process and draw a map of her own.

Lawmakers could still theoretically come to a deal before March 15, when Mann is required to finish her work. Both Silver and Nozzolio said discussions would continue.
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